
Each Advent we look back to the coming of the Christ child 2000 years ago. We also 

look forward to his Second Coming at the end of time. On that day, “Jesus will come in power 

with his angels as the Lord and judge of the world.”i Will you be ready? Jesus teaches us be ever 

vigilant. “Stay awake! … you must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 

Man will come (Mt 24:44)” 

Advent is a time of preparation for that Second Coming, not through selfish indulgence 

as our material world teaches us but through selfless sacrifice. In the words of Jesus, “For I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you 

welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited 

me’” (Mt 25:35-36). In the poetic words of my father: 

 

Worldly possessions will never compare 

With heartfelt gifts tendered with care.ii 

 

Life is precious … life is a gift 

Created in God’s image to give others a lift 

And the finest gift we give others, no one will deny __ 

Is truly the gift that money can never buy. 

 

It’s the gift of self, so precious so rare 

It can be as simple as a prayer 

It’s helping a neighbor, with their needs or demands 

By using your talents …. your helping hands. 

 

It’s having the will to willingly give 

It’s helping a soul who’s striving to live 

It’s feeding the hungry and nourishing the poor 

It’s helping another spirit to soariii 

 

Actions speak louder than words and my father taught in countless ways how to 

transform loving thoughts into positive actions. When he was a senior in high school, he lost his 

mother whom he cared very deeply for. It was a setback in life that he struggled with … Perhaps 

you can relate with your own unique struggles and crosses in life.  

At times, the challenges can feel overwhelming. We may feel like retreating from the 

world in hurt, in sorrow, in depression or in bitterness. Unless we allow God to help us transform 

those struggles, we will forever transmit that pain to others. Often times, it is in giving of 

ourselves, that the Lord helps in the healing process. 

Actions speak louder than words and one example my father taught me was on the day I 

was born. Suffering the loss of his own mother helped him to be sensitive to others who lost both 

parents at a much younger age. On Thanksgiving Day 1960, along with a group of fellow 

soldiers, he went to Rosenheim and invited 60 orphaned children to come to the base mess hall 

for a Thanksgiving dinner followed by a movie at the theater. Having fed 5 dozen hungry 

children and clothed them with love, there was one additional child to tend to. The Mother 

Superior of the Rosenheim Orphanage had called to the hospital in Munich and passed on to my 

father that his newborn son and exhausted wife would appreciate a little attention as well. 

 



How blest we will be in embracing the creed: 

To be of service to those in need… 

In sacrificing our time, talent or treasure 

The beneficial rewards are beyond our measure 

 

How blessed to give, rather than receive __ 

To show in action and firmly believe __ 

To realize in all our plans __ 

You are truly God’s helping handsiv 

 

We are all brothers and sisters in Christ, we are called to be vigilant and look out for one 

another. Sometimes those lessons come from those very dear to us. At other times, God cares for 

us through the Christlike behavior of total strangers. 

George suffered a terrible loss when his van went up in flames near the San Jose Airport. 

Although strangers helped to rescue his two dogs, George was filled with anxiety over the money 

he had stored in the van. He was lamenting “I just lost my money that I was saving to go home 

and visit family. I haven’t seen my family in 10 years.”  

Several strangers looked through the charred remains. Kimberly Williams found a bundle 

of cash in a tin can among the wreckage. “It was burned on the ends but the serial numbers were 

intact.” Although homeless, she thought not of herself but of George. “I just handed it to him and 

he started crying and said ‘oh my gosh, why did you do this?’ I said ‘it’s your money.  It’s not 

mine.’ He offered me money. ‘I said no’.... He goes, ‘let me take you out for dinner.’ I said 

‘coffee and a donut is enough for me.’”v 

 

Eternity is forever __ and blest is our endeavor 

When we play a vital part __ in giving a true gift from the heart.vi 

 

“So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” 

(Mt 24:44). 
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